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Cyngor Cymuned Llanarmon yn Ial Community Council

1°' November 2023 7pm Ordinary Meeting of L lanarmon yn lal Community Council
Canolfan Dewi Sant and via Zoom - 6.30pm to discuss Co option Applications.
1. Ymddiheuriadau /Present: Susan Jones (Chair) Darren Pollard (Chair) Kevin Ford, Simon Kane, Norma Wright
(Clerk) Apologies: Richard Rogers, Simon Garrett (working)

2. Meeting Open to the Public & Press for 10 minutes: Zoom code available from Clerk to join meeting. There
were no public requests to join by video conference. Members of the Public: Hugo Watts.

3. Co-opting Councillors: The vacancies are still advertised in the community and on the website. The Clerk had
received two expressions of interest in becoming a Councillor. One from Hannah Munro who had met with the council
on two occasions and was invited to become a member — but was on holiday for this meeting. Trevor Brand had been
invited to attend 6.30pm for a chat before this meeting, to discuss his application — both will be invited to attend in
person to December’s meeting.

4. Declaration of Interest & Gifts: S Jones and D Pollard declared an interest as being on the Canolfan Dewi Sant
Committee.

5. Read and Confirmation of Minutes: Read and confirm the Minutes of the General Meeting held

6" September 2023. Resolve: Confirmed and accepted as a true and correct record by the Council. Prop: S Kane Sec:
D Pollard and Read and confirm the record of the discussion held

4™ October 2023. Resolve: Confirmed and accepted as a true and correct record. Prop: S Jones Sec: D Pollard.

Read and confirm the Minutes of the Extra-Ordinary Meeting held via Zoom

13™ October 2023. Resolve: Confirmed and accepted as a true and correct record by the Council. Prop: S Jones Sec:
D Pollard. Council voted in favour. There were no votes against or abstentions and the motion was carried.

6. Matters arising from those minutes: Council wished to thank both Darren Millar MS and County Councillor
Terry Mendies for their continual help and support in contacting DCC and trying to increase the amount of parking
spaces in Eryrys.

At a site meeting held 26™ October 2023, attended by D Pollard (Vice), Dave Sheil Manager with Saul Burton the
Ranger from Countryside Services, Graham Richards (resident) and N Wright (Clerk); improvements and increased
maintenance needed for Hen Ardd, Eryrys which is a SSSI site, were discussed. D Sheil agreed to strim back further
and clear as much as possible of the small parking area entrance to accommodate two cars. Also, to include in his
next year’s budget new updated information-boards. He suggested gaining a survey with levels of the land and plans
of the area to be used for creation of a new parking area. Then share this information with all the agencies involved,
before attempting any work. In addition he was hopeful that grants could be gained to help towards the costs of
having the lay-bay created. Resolve: LCC felt this was good advice and will have a survey and plans carried out.

D Sheil highlighted the improvements on the Bryn Alyn circular walk, taking people from Plymog (on A494) to the
iconic limestone pavement. Stiles are being replaced with Larch kissing gates to improve access. More improvements
have been to the stream crossing at Seven Springs with donated stepping stones. David gave details of the storm
damage at Loggerheads Country Park stating the shop and other buildings are closed until flood damage is repaired.

7. Cllr Terry Mendies Report:

BUDGET DEFICIT: DCC is facing a deficit of around £15 million in this year’s budget, and £20 to £30 million in
the fiscal year 24/25. The Cabinet are seeking savings; the Libraries opening hours are to be reduced by 50% to save
£440,000. The main causes of the deficit are homelessness, social care increases, and inflationary costs.

CHANGE OF SPEED RESTRICTIONS: New WAG changes mean, all 30 mph zones have reverted to 20 mph
from 17" Sept, although this is not popular, there is confusion in our rural areas as to what speed restrictions apply.
FLOODING: Storm Babet caused flooding throughout the county, and Llanarmon. DCC have been asked to dig
culverts on Lon Llanarmon down to the bridge. DCC are applying to the WAG for funding for better and permanent
mitigation measures at the bridge. As storm Cieran arrives DCC’s emergency number is 0300 123 3068.

FFORDD RHYD Y CEIRW: The ford crossing at the Flintshire end of this road was damaged during the flood. It
will be repaired as soon as the water subsides. Also, requested some signage further up the lane.

FLY TIPPING: Two incidents of fly tipping at Pistyll Gwyn Quarry reported and removed. One offender was
believed to be a camper, the other, a local address could not be identified. Important to report these incidents ASAP.
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HEN ARDD, Eryrys CAR PARK: Still waiting for a response from DCC Highways and NRW with written
permission. Whilst both authorities have given their verbal consent, it would be unwise to proceed until details are
clearer with written consent, from all departments.
CAER ODYN, Eryrys CAR PARKING: Two weeks ago, it was requested that Housing revisit the request to
remove the verges to create more car parking spaces, for Eryrys avenue. No responded yet received, due to their
problems dealing with the recent floods.

8. Planning: Members should view the applications prior to the meeting on Denbighshire County Council’s website:
https://www.denbighshire.gov.uk/en/resident/planning-and-building-regulations/search-and-comment-on-applications
15/2023/0531 Creigiog Ucha Llanarmon. Installation of wooden cladded container pods to form 3 holiday units.
Track, parking, installation of treatment plant. Resolve: With reference to AONB report; NOT SUPPORTED.

9. Finance Matters

a. PRECEPT & 2™ quarter of accounts; Review of Accounts, Budget and Bank Reconciliations:

Internal Audit Risk Assessment: Completed found all in order.

Full council reviewed all the accounts, Precept and new Budget; they were accepted and discussed in detail.

Bank statements at 31% October; £30,384.94 Current Account: £1,877.18 (invoice owing + entrance fees) Bonfire
Account: 8,607.99 Projects Account.

A draft precept calculation had been circulated to Councillors for consideration prior to the meeting. The Chair went
through it line by line and invited comments.

Graianrhyd Community Field shelter, Maes y Droell gates and supplementing the Clerk’s increased salary, will use
some Virement Reserves, as required for 2023/2024.

Councillors agreed to precept for: Llanarmon playing-field redevelopment: Hen Ardd, Eryrys parking: new notice
board in Graianrhyd Community field: Maes Awelon, Llanarmon parking: will hopefully be future projects with
grants also being applied for such as St Garmon’s stonewall repairs.

The grounds maintenance 3 year contract advert is on the website and notice boards. Clerk will email any interested
companies.

Items ring fenced will also include ClIr Allowances £1,040 — based on updated rates of £156 + £52 x 5

Election costs £2,500

Due to expected rising costs and maintenance requirements, along with the expected large refurbishment of the
Llanarmon Playing field, Councillors agreed as there had not been a Precept increase since financial year 2019-2020;
That a precept of £23,562 for 2024-25 which is 5% increase above the 2023-24 precept of £22,440 was required.
Resolve: Confirmed and accepted as a true and correct record by the Council. Prop: S Jones Sec: K Ford. There were
no votes against or abstentions, motion carried.

Payment of Councillors Allowance

Welsh Government has confirmed these allowances are no longer subject to income tax or national insurance under
the provisions for Home Working in section 316A of the Income Tax (Earnings and Pensions) Act 2003, providing
there is a formal arrangement between the Council and those claiming the allowance declaring that they regularly
work from home. Most present Councillors for 2023-2024 Financial Year have opted not to take their allowances;
However with vacant positions those Councillors next year may want to. Resolve: Councillors voted based on updated
rates of £156 + £52 x 5 for the Precept: Clerk to put on agenda for January meeting to remind any Councillors
claiming the allowance.

Review of Councillors Allowance Policy

The Clerk stated that with the changes to the tax liability, payments no longer need to be made via the payroll

and can be paid direct to Councillors. This would save the admin fee per payment and suggested the policy be
amended to reflect this. Resolve: Confirmed and accepted. Prop: D Pollard Sec: K Ford. There were no abstentions or
votes against and the motion was carried. Clerk to update the policy and circulate to Councillors.

b. Assets Register updated with scrapped items of benches etc/ stolen gates, new purchases and valuations: Signed by
the Chair. Clerk wants further estimates for valuing the land (received £350). Resolve: Confirmed and accepted as a
true and correct record by the Council. Prop: S Jones Sec: D Pollard. There were no votes against or abstentions and
the motion was carried.

c. Schedule of payments of bills and invoices: Clerk had delayed most payments until a full Councils’ authorisation.
D Pollard had checked the bank statements against all transactions on all accounts they were correct and signed.

S Jones confirmed authorisation for internet banking / card payments and balances and all transactions were correct
and sheets were signed. Resolve: Confirmed and accepted as a true and correct record. Prop: K Ford Sec: S Kane.
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Council voted in favour. There were no votes against or abstentions and the motion was carried Council voted to

authorise the following payments schedule;

£57.64 Cartridge People card

£894.90 Fireworkcrazy card o/n LCC65

£22.00 Post Office card

£5.00 HSBC charges (for Aug out Sept)

£35.98 Name2Net( Graianrhyd.com/ Eryrys.com)

£143.88 Zoom

£5.00 HSBC charges (for Sept out Oct)

£590.40 Clerk Pay October

£590.20 Clerk Pay November

£116.80 HMRC October

£117.00 HMRC November

£80.47 Clerk expenses

£34.20 Jones & Graham Payroll Services

£1100.00 Canolfan Dewi Sant Insurance (don)

£100.00 Gareth Bryan Warden H&S Officer (Hon)

£50.00 RBL Poppy Wreath (don)

£300.00 Welsh Air Ambulance (don)

£150.00 Ysgol Bro Famau (don)

£300.00 Yewbarrow (Annual website) LCC69

£480.00 TRP Consulting Engineers (St Garmon’s, Llanarmon wall survey) LCC66
£65.15 SaeftySigns4less (Defib/CCTV signs) LCC68

£490.45 TDP (recycled Bench Maes y Droell) LCC67 (others considered for value and quality)
£745.75 Transfer from Bonfire Account to Main Firecrazy invoice

£100.00 Donation received from Eryrys Vintage Gathering for Local Youth Community events.

The (short-term) loaned camera, has been returned; a council owned camera will be purchased to encourage interest
in local wildlife. Pictures will be included on Llanarmon website to aid learning about the importance of safeguarding
local nature for the future. When not in use the camera will be loaned to Ysgol Bro Famau, or local residents.

d. £100 donation from Eryrys Vintage Gathering (Tractor Run) on 30th July 2023. It was reported to have been a great
success, with many spectators. Council sincerely thanked the committee for their generous donation. Resolve: It was
agreed to put the money towards their requested Skate Park Demonstration & lessons for youths, interested in the
sport. This will be held in Llanarmon Playing Field next year during the school holidays. Prop: S Jones Sec: K Ford.
Council voted in favour. There were no votes against or abstentions and the motion was carried

e. External Audit: Auditor General’s report and audit opinion

‘I certify that | have completed the audit of the Annual Return for the year ended 3st March 2023 of Llanarmon yn lal
Community Council. My audit has been conducted on behalf of the Auditor General for Wales and in accordance
with the requirements of the Public Audit (Wales) Act 2004 (the 2004 Act) and guidance issued by the Auditor
General for Wales. Audit opinion: Unqualified

On the basis of my audit, in my opinion no matters have come to my attention to give cause for concern.

Other matters and recommendations: There are no further matters [ wish to draw to the Council’s attention.’

Details now on website and notice-boards. Resolve: LCC require no action plan.

f. Updated Clerk’s Contract of Employment was agreed and signed by Chair. The newly arrived 1% April 2023- 31%
March 2024 NALAC pay award for Clerks, will be implemented with back-pay calculated and paid. Clerk’s Annual
Appraisal had been carried out by S Jones (Chair) and signed. Prop: D Pollard Sec: K Ford. Council voted in favour.
There were no votes against or abstentions and the motion was carried.

10a. Standing Orders to be changed from four to three councillors; See standing order 4(d)(viii) for the quorum of a
Council, Committee or sub-committee meeting. “No business may be transacted at a meeting unless at least one-
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third of the whole number of members of the Council is present and in no case shall the quorum of a meeting

be less than three.” Prop: D Pollard Sec: K Ford. Council voted in favour. There were no votes against or
abstentions and the motion was carried.

Tendering Process: Clerk informed the Council about the tendering process for contracts over £25,000 being the
recommended limit. LCC Standing Orders/ Financial Regulations state £50,000: on advice from One Voice Wales — If
kept at £50,000 on no Tendering process was engaged then LCC must prove value for public money was the
objective; when considering the different styles, materials and designs from suppliers, as they are not all the same
specification when chosen for the play equipment in Llanarmon Playing Field.

10b.Appointment of Committees: Council agreed to suspend all committees, and the full Council to deal issues;
receive verbal reports from Responsible Councillors.
Responsible Councillor:- Social Media / Website: S Jones, S Kane, K Patterson: Clerk

AONB Representatives: S Kane and K Ford Quarry Rep: S Jones
CCTV Rep: Clerk, R Rodgers Bonfire Reps: K Ford, R Rodgers
One Voice Wales Rep: R Rodgers Staffing Reps: S Jones, D Pollard

11. Responsible Councillors for Assets and H&S Reports: files where issues to councillors to be updated and
returned by the December meeting.

D Pollard Eryrys Village Area: Graianrhyd Area S Jones: Llanarmon will be assessed temporarily by S Jones —
still need a councillor to volunteer for Llanarmon.

Kiosks: Eryrys K Ford: Graianrhyd N Wright.

Defib: Graianrhyd N Wright: Eryrys D Pollard: Llanarmon Shop M Martindale: Llanarmon Old School Room
(portable machine) Sue Hanahoe Church Warden.

Llanarmon Playing Field & Skate-Park (H&S Reports): Gareth Bryan.

Biodiversity details for the Annual Report, Clerk and Chair will update.

12. Eryrys, Graianrhyd & Llanarmon Playing Field.

(a) St Garmon’s Wall: The required wall survey carried out in June continues to be distributed by the Clerk to the
contacts given for gaining quotes for the advised maintenance work. Clerk has contacted at least 4 companies. Only
one estimate received very slow progress of gaining costs. Recent experience has shown it is almost impossible to get
contractors to quote for this type of work. She will contact the National Lottery Heritage fund to see if there were
grants available to help with the total repairs of the wall, which is expected to cost many thousands of pounds; but had
been told on the phone the case was ‘weak’ and unlikely to be approved. Cllrs had been asked by a resident when the
loose stones - identified as a ‘risk” would be repaired. The Chair stated that the Council immediately repairing just
those loose stones/ damaged section would help; as the trees continue to push against the wall and the survey states
that in time they will push the wall over. Resolve: Clerk to contact a local contractor to replace the fallen stones by the
gate section. Prop: S Jones Sec: S Kane voted in favour. There were no votes against or abstentions and the motion
was carried

(b) St Garmon’s Graveyard ‘Memorial Garden’: The church wardens have requested a contribution of £250
towards the purchasing of bulbs/ bushes, Acer trees and tubs around the seating area. Resolve: Council agreed to the
payment and were pleased with the development of the garden area. White Oak will be replacing the two dead
commemorative trees in the graveyard and plant more bulbs in the community. Resolve: Prop: K Ford Sec: D Pollard
voted in favour. There were no votes against or abstentions and the motion was carried.

(c) Dewi Sant Graveyard rear wall: D Sheil from Country Services stated he will try to include this project in his
next year’s budget. It was agreed to remove the unwanted stone from a fallen wall in Graianrhyd field to Dewi Sant.

(d) Llanarmon Playing Field: Several Councillors will meet 16™ Nov 7pm, Dewi Sant to look at plans and play
equipment. LCC agreed the purchase of a pedestrian gate; they are aware of the urgent need to have it installed
enabling the main gate to be locked, thus preventing unauthorised vehicles driving onto the play area. Resolve:
Council agreed White Oak Services to install the new pedestrian (child-friendly) self-closing gate and remove the
unwanted front pedestrian gate and post. If this gate was found suitable it could be installed alongside the large gate at
the meadow in Maes y Droell.
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However, depending on costs, Councillors preferred that the large 12ft gate was replaced with two smaller opening
gates - one for pedestrians and one for vehicles. The de-laminated roof has been removed from the slide. Resolve:
Prop: D Pollard Sec: K Ford. No votes against or abstentions, motion carried.

e) Graianrhyd Community Field: Council were very pleased to be informed that we have been awarded the ‘Food
Garden Starter Package’ from Keep Wales Tidy. This consists of fruiting shrubs, climbing plants, wild herbs;
strawberry plants; lavender shrubs, edible flowers, with trellis and required equipment. VVolunteers are urgently
needed, as it must be installed and up-and running within one month, Kevin Ford will now lead this project, it is hoped
to continue with this project and expand to others. Sue Jones will advertise it locally on social media, and posters for
volunteers to come along even if it’s only for a short period of time.

Consideration of the shelter quotations, design and sizes continues. Council agreed in principle to purchase a shelter; it
should be placed on concrete strips to prolong its life. Locals will be consulted as to its size and where it should be
placed on the field. S Kane will assist with the ongoing-project. Resolve: Confirmed to continue with the project.
Prop: D Pollard Sec: K Ford. Council voted in favour. There were no votes against or abstentions and the motion was
carried.

13 a) Training Dates of Meetings, b) Events and (future or attended)
a) Training: Councillors requested to continue their training; Full training dates by modules provided by One Voice
Wales were forwarded to all council members.

b) Dates: Remembrance Sunday Service 12" November 4pm St Garmon’s Llanarmon. Several councillors will attend
the wreath laying.

Clwydian Range & Dee Valley Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty (AONB): Town & Community Councils

8" Nov 2023, 6:30pm - 8:30 pm. The Community Hwb, Coleg Cambria, Llysfasi LL15 2B

14. Gohebiaethau / Correspondence: Councillors agreed appropriate correspondence had been previously
forwarded by the Clerk during the course of the month.

1. Solicitor’s letter concerning the field at Maes Awelon — council to ask DCC if this land will need planning
permission for change of use for parking. Resolve: Council agreed that further consultation is required concerning this
land, as it was agreed that this project would benefit the village. However, they are aware that costs could be an issue,
concerning the conversion work required; perhaps this could include electric charging points, especially in light of
future plans for the area to be given a National Park Status. Councillors asked if there could be a possibility that with
the sale of the chapel this could be used to help with part-funding; or grants found.

2. Library Opening Hours will be reduced by 50% reduction in hours across the DCC Library Service.

3. DCC Homelessness help Rough sleepers email — homeless.prevention@denbighshire.gov.uk Out of hours phone
0300 123 3068 or through Street Link https://www.streetlink.org.uk/StreetLink_HomePage

Households at risk of homelessness- My Home Denbighshire - Shelter Cymru; or phone 01745 703220 email -
myhomedenbighshire@sheltercymru.org.uk; Household has become homeless phone 01824 712099

Households already accessing homelessness services can email Ann Lloyd, Head of Service,
ann.lloyd@denbighshire.gov.uk or Nigel Jones, Service Manager nigel.jones@denbighshire.gov.uk.

4. Welsh Ombudsman’s public consultation on “Our Equality Plan 2023-2026” is now on line.

5. Denbighshire CC’s stakeholder survey had been circulated to Councillors for consideration.

6. Details of the availability of commuted sums for Community Councils in Denbighshire had been circulated, but
Llanarmon did not qualify for the 2023 allocation.

7. Darren Millar has asked if the Council would like him to attend a Council meeting in the near future. Action:
Clerk to invite him to a meeting in the New Year.

8. The Annual Report of the North Wales Economic Ambition Board https://ambitionnorth.wales/

9. Business Support Event to be held in St Asaph. Denbighshire County Council’s Working Denbighshire Team, in
partnership with the Department for Work and Pensions (DWP) will be hosting a free Business Support Event on the
7" of November to talk to businesses about the support available for staff. Also be information about the funding
opportunities in place to develop staff learning and how to access additional support including Access to Work and
Disability Confident schemes

10. The Independent Remuneration Panel for Wales had circulated its 2024 Annual Report. The Clerk stated there
were no changes to payments for our category of council.

11. Moel Y Faen Quarry Restoration Works — Report on Progress 2023. Jones Bros Ruthin Co Ltd carries out the
extraction of slate waste from tips at the Moel y Faen quarries, processing the material and exporting it from the site.
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Inert wastes are imported for site restoration. This operation is carried out under planning permission and allowed
storage and processing of imported aggregate material, for the infilling and restoration of the quarry.
12. NRW has sent a map showing the area of the proposed new National Park which has been circulated. Natural
Resources Wales are giving presentations focused on explaining the process they are going through up to 2026; when
they would present their recommendations regarding the National Park Designation Project to Welsh Government for
consideration and decision.

This is the ‘Engagement Period’ and everyone in the area is being invited to express their views on the proposed area
under consideration; full public consultation starting around February 2024. A map showed the area is more than
double the existing Clwydian Range and Dee Valley AONB’s, spanning from the Gronant Dunes and Talacre Beach
in the north to an area south of Lake Vyrnwy. The feedback from these engagements will be assessed and amendments
considered in preparation for a full public consultation in 2024. They stated there would need to be a review of
planning legislation and suggested it would make little difference to those already living in the AONB. Although they
acknowledged permitted development rights within the AONB would likely be affected. Natural Resources Wales had
acknowledged there would be changes to planning regulations but would not comment on other matters.

Councillors felt there are serious implications because planning decisions would be taken out of Denbighshire CC’s
hands as the needs of the National Park as a visitor attraction, would take precedence over everything else. Funding
arrangements have not yet been finalised, but at present National Parks receive a grant from Welsh Government for
75% of the cost and the local authority funds the remaining 25%. However, the authorities can claim a grant for their
25% so effectively Welsh Government is funding the full cost.

15. Unrhyw fater arall / other Matters Brought to Councillor/Representatives Attention:
Sue Jones (Chair) has reported the following directly to DCC:-

1a) Pistyll Gwyn Quarry has breached and there is a deep flood across the road to Llanarmon B5430. Two incidents of
fly tipping reported at Pistyll Gwyn Quarry Car Park.

b) Incident on Back Road out of Llanarmon. The side of the road is subsiding in different areas. The ditches are
overgrown and can’t be seen.

c¢) Complaints about the state of the pavement on School Lane, Llanarmon-Yn-lal. It is the main walking route to the
school from the village and the pathway is obstructed.

d) Pothole on School Lane just below the property Holmesdale, on the hill down into Eryrys from Graianrhyd.

e) Bulb not working, Rose and Crown Cross Roads. This is on the lorry sign.

f) Stupid graffiti on directional sign by North Hills Farm.

g) School Lane, Eryrys reported wrong spelling on new road sign.

2) Local flooding problems Graianrhyd and Llanarmon.

3) Nant footpath signs.

16. Meetings: All minutes are ‘draft’ until signed off by the Chair. Next Ordinary Meeting of the Council will be
held at 6.30pm-7.30pm on Wednesday 6™ December 2023 at Canolfan Dewi Sant.
Meeting ended 8.35pm



