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 Cyngor Cymuned  Llanarmon yn Iâl Community Council 

6
th

 December  2023 6.30pm Ordinary Meeting of Llanarmon yn Ial Community Council  

Canolfan Dewi Sant and via Zoom  

1. Ymddiheuriadau /Present: Susan Jones (Chair) Darren Pollard (Chair) Kevin Ford, Simon Kane, Norma Wright 

(Clerk) Seven Members of the public attended. 

Apologies: no apologies received. Clerk stated concern about Councillor S Garrett missing so many meetings, and 

would contact him. 

 

2. Meeting Open to the Public & Press for 10 minutes: Zoom code available from Clerk to join meeting. There 

were no public requests to join by video conference.  

Several residents spoke about the planning application 15/2022/0378 erection of 33 dwellings in Llanarmon, as 

AONB had required changes to the drawings, they requested the community council reviewed its comments on the 

application. The Council explained at this stage their original comments remained the same, so there was no need to 

include it on an Agenda. Council reminded residents that this planning application has not yet reached the DCC 

Planning Committee, which members of the public can attend, and add their own comments for and against directly on 

the DCC Planning Portal. 

M Holland had reported (a) road issues to Jim Hall, DCC Bridges & Structures – concerns over subsidence and cracks 

in the retaining bridge wall on the B5430 near the Pystell Quarry. (b) Road closure notices should state the village 

centre is still accessible to the church, pub and shop in Llanarmon. 

 

3. Co-opting Councillors: Mr. Trevor Brand had expressed an interest in becoming a Councillor; following an 

interview the council voted to offer him a position on the community council. Prop: S Jones Sec: D Pollard. 

Mr. Brand signed the Acceptance of Office. He was informed there was mandatory training to be attended. Dates of 

‘Code of Conduct’ and ‘Introduction for New Councillors’ courses etc from One Voice Wales were handed to him; 

further information will be forwarded. He declined (in writing) the home-payment and consumables repayments.  

Hannah Munro who was invited to become a member sent her apologies, as she couldn’t attend the meeting due to 

work. There are still vacancies which are advertised in the community and on the website 

 

4. Declaration of Interest & Gifts: S Jones declared a family interest planning 15/2022/0378 when the public session 

ended this was not on the council’s agenda.  

 

5. Read and Confirmation of Minutes: Read and confirm the Minutes of the General Meeting held  

1
st
 November 2023. Resolve: Confirmed and accepted as a true and correct record by the Council. Prop: S Kane Sec: 

D Pollard. Council voted in favour. There were no votes against or abstentions and the motion was carried. 

16
th

 November 2023. Resolve: Confirmed and accepted as a true and correct record. Prop: S Jones Sec: D Pollard.   

Council voted in favour. There were no votes against or abstentions and the motion was carried. 

 

6. Matters arising from those minutes: D Pollard confirmed the drawing of the intended parking area at Hen Ardd 

was in progress. When completed it will be shared with interested authorities and the neighbouring houses. It’s hoped 

the required work for the parking area could take place in Spring as stated by D Shiel the newts will be in the water 

and not nesting on the land. 

 

7.  Cllr Terry Mendies Report:  

HIGHWAYS, ROAD REPAIRS AND POTHOLES. I have to submit my “Wish List” to DCC Highways for the 2024 

Budget. Can you please let me know your suggestions by 20
th
 December? Despite the Budget Deficit, the £4 million 

allocated for road repairs remains. The recent inclement weather caused some problems around the Ward. Remember 

that DCC’s emergency number is 0300 123 3068. 

POSTMAN ASSAULT: There was an assault on the local Postie; whilst not a DCC matter, I have spoken to the 

Police, the assailant has been identified and will be interviewed. 

PLANNING APPLICATION LLANARMON:As far as I am aware 15/2022/0378 Planning Application for 33 houses 

in Llanarmon is still on hold because of the Phosphates issue. It is not before the Planning Committee. If and when it 

does raise its head again, I will deal with any public concerns. 

HEN ARDD CAR PARK: There has now been a response from DCC Highways and NRW and have given their 

written permission. May I suggest that the CC get quotes for drawings as to how and where to put the hardcore.  

It is my understanding that Graig Quarry will close in December or January. I am confident that I can source the 
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hardcore for free from Leola Aggregates when required. May I wish you all a very merry Christmas and hope you 

enjoy the festive season with your families. 

Community Councillors would very much appreciate if County Cllr Terry Mendies would reconsider re-attending the 

Community Council meetings. Some new councillors have never met him, and feel working together could achieve 

more for our community.  

 

8.  Planning: Members should view the applications prior to the meeting on Denbighshire  County Council’s website: 

https://www.denbighshire.gov.uk/en/resident/planning-and-building-regulations/search-and-comment-on-applications  

15/2023/0763 Bryn Garth, Llanarmon: Erection of single storey dwelling. No Objection. 

15/2023/0765 Whitegate, Llanarmon: Erection of single storey side extension, conversion of garage to form en-suite 

including pitched roof and works. No Objection. 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                    

9. Finance Matters 

a. Attendance of Mrs Anne Mellor, Member of Standards Committee, at Llanarmon yn Ial Council meeting on 

the 7th June 2023. ‘I am pleased to note the positive and efficient way in which the Council meeting was conducted 

and the following was fed back to the Standards Committee in October: A very busy meeting, and all was in order due 

mainly to the Chair who was very competent, and guided everyone through with the aid of the Clerk who was also 

very experienced. Sadly, the Clerk was only standing in until a replacement was found. There was some unrest on the 

Community Council with members having resigned and new members coming on board. It was felt that another visit 

would be advisable in the not-too-distant future and that the support of the Standards Committee would be welcomed. 

 

A members Code of Conduct training event specifically for Community Councils is to be organised in 2024 and a 

communication will be sent to all Clerks nearer the time. Given the new membership as noted above, the Standards 

Committee encourages all new members to take advantage of such training. A future visit to the Council will also be 

considered by the Standards Committee.’ 

 

b. Assets Register: Council agreed the £350 (+VAT) fee to value the two small pieces of land for the assets register 

was poor value for money. Clerk will try to find further estimates for valuing the land. 

c. Youth Club have been informed by Barclays that their bank account is being forced to close. The Council will hold 

the remaining £593.40 funds from the Youth Club. They will be used for Community Youth Activities, if no Youth 

Club is reformed. 

 

e. Over 60’s Eryrys Community Christmas Lunch: Council pleased with the number of local residents who will be 

attending the event. Resolve: More community events should be sponsored and agreed for the £50 donation. Prop: S 

Kane. Sec: K Ford. No votes against or abstentions, motion carried. 

 

f. Schedule of payments of bills and invoices: D Pollard had checked the bank statements against all transactions on 

all accounts they were correct and signed. S Jones confirmed authorisation for internet banking / card payments and 

balances and all transactions were correct and sheets were signed. Resolve: Confirmed and accepted as a true and 

correct record. Prop: K Ford Sec: S Kane.  Council voted in favour. There were no votes against or abstentions and the 

motion was carried Council voted to authorise the following payments schedule;  

£6.60            HSBC charges  

£81.69  Blaze Video wild life camera 

£341.14  TG Builders Merchants (Graianrhyd Shelter) 

£551.73  TG Builders Merchants (Graianrhyd Shelter) 

£396.00  TG Builders Merchants (Graianrhyd Shelter) 

£20.00  MPI Llanarmon Shelter USB outlet  

£33.39  Tesco (Over 60’s Christmas Lunch) 

£50.00  Sun Inn (Chair’s Fund) 

£590.20        Clerk Pay December   

£117.00       HMRC December 

£2,415.00 White Oak ground maintenance (July-Nov) 

£431.00  transferred to Bonfire Account from main (entrance fees for fireworks display)  
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10.  Responsible Councillors  

a. Assets and H&S Reports: files where issued to councillors to be updated. D Pollard Eryrys Village Area: report 

completed and returned. Graianrhyd Area S Jones: Llanarmon will be assessed temporarily by S Jones – still 

need a councillor to volunteer for Llanarmon. 

b. Remembrance Sunday Service 12
th
 November St Garmon’s Llanarmon. D Pollard attended, and thanks to S Jones 

for laying the Wreath on behalf of the Council.        

c. Defib: Graianrhyd N Wright: Eryrys D Pollard: Llanarmon Shop M Martindale: Llanarmon Old School Room 

(portable machine) Sue Hanahoe Church Warden; all confirmed machines in working order. 

d. Biodiversity details for the Annual Report: Council pleased with the progress being made with projects; 

including Graianrhyd field Keep Wales Tidy Food Garden starter packs, the progress of the shelter and the newly 

purchased wildlife camera.  

The replanting of the two commemorative trees, along with the creation of the Memorial Garden in St Garmon’s with 

planting of snowdrops and bluebells by the Church wardens. Andy Bell and Dave Wright were thanked for taking 

large-stones to Canolfan Dew Sant ready for the continuation of the dry stone walling project. 

 

11. Graianrhyd & Llanarmon Playing Field.                                                                                                 

 (a)  Llanarmon Playing Field& Maes y Droell: Council thanked Gareth Bryan, for the detailed Llanarmon Playing 

Field & Skate-Park H&S Reports. The water butt will be placed on a concrete paving slab and strapped to make more 

secure, by White Oak. The new pedestrian, child-friendly, self-closing gate has been ordered. When installed the main 

front gate will be locked, thus preventing unauthorised vehicles driving onto the play area. Council agreed White Oak 

Services to install the new gate. The unwanted small front gate and post was not suitable to be installed alongside the 

large gate at the meadow in Maes y Droell. It was agreed that to make a passage way in the wall without any gates 

might be the best way to connect the two areas of the graveyard. Resolve: Prop: D Pollard Sec: K Ford. No votes 

against or abstentions, motion carried. Thanks to K Ford for clearing the field after the bonfire.  

(b) Graianrhyd Community Field: Council were pleased the ‘Food Garden Starter Package’ from Keep Wales Tidy 

had arrived. This consists of fruiting shrubs, climbing plants, wild herbs; strawberry plants; lavender shrubs, edible 

flowers, with trellis and required equipment. Volunteers are urgently needed, to come along at noon on Sunday 17
th
 

December at noon for a couple of hours to help set up this new project. Kevin Ford will lead the project, and Sue 

Jones will advertise it locally on social media, and posters for volunteers to come along and get involved  

12. CAER ODYN, Eryrys CAR PARKING: It was requested that DCC Housing revisit to remove the verges to 

create more car parking spaces, for the Eryrys avenue.. Cllr T Mendies will be asked to push the issue with DCC; 

since the reduced grassed area would mean be less grass cutting to be paid for by DCC, plus it would no longer be a 

muddy eyesore. With no cost to DCC as the local residents themselves are hoping to cover the grassed area to increase 

the parking places, this will end residents arguing over the situation. 

 

13. Dates: a. Darren Millar will be attending the Community Council meeting on 3
rd

 April 2024.                              

b. Clerk attended training 2023 ‘Precept, Accounts & Budgeting’ by Scribe and on 5
th
 December ‘Managing 

Community Assets’ by Scribe. Clerk gave the Council advanced notice of being on holiday for February meeting; 

Council felt a Zoom meeting could be held for February.                                                                                                     

 

14. Gohebiaethau / Correspondence: Councillors agreed appropriate correspondence had been previously 

forwarded by the Clerk during the course of the month.    

a. The field at Maes Awelon, Llanarmon – council to ask T Mendies if any possible funding could be used and if this 

land will need planning permission for change of use for parking. Perhaps this could include electric charging points, 

especially in light of future plans for the area to be given a National Park Status.   

b. Future Generations Cymru Strategy 

c. Minister's letter re. Asbestos Management 

d. Smart Towns Wales Programme  

e. Road Safety Strategy Consultation on 20mph  

f. Councillor Allowances - Home working arrangements and consumables 

g. Review of democratic health in the community and town council sector. 

h. Wales Ambassador: Scheme is open to everyone, with free courses; to learn more about the unique characteristics 

of each place. A series of online modules on a variety of themes is offered. This includes Welsh language, 

communities, culture, history, landscapes, sustainable tourism, cycling and walking. There are 3 levels of awards – 
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bronze, silver and gold, depending on the number of modules completed. Rewards including certificates and badges 

are sent to everyone who completes the levels.   

i. The Green Digital Academy: enables small businesses to reduce their carbon footprint and introduce new 

digital technologies. For more information contact:greendigital@gllm.ac.uk  08445 460 46  funded by UK Gov. 

 

15. Unrhyw fater arall / other Matters Brought to Councillor/Representatives Attention: 

a) Following being reported to the Police, the Clerk used the CCTV in Llanarmon to find the reg number of the 

vehicle that damaged the Raven stone-wall. 

b) Road works signs on the Llanarmon Road (School junction old Graianrhyd School-towards the Boundary bridge) 

are themselves causing problems; as the lights are being moved to one side and the road is flooding then freezing- 

creating the dodgems! Two incidents have occurred; one involved a child in a car ending up on its roof. DCC 

requested to grit this road and ‘hurry-up’ and start the repairs to the carriageway and bridge.  

c) Complaints again about the state of the pavement on School Lane, Llanarmon-Yn-Ial.  It is the main walking route 

to the school from the village and the pathway is obstructed. This has been reported many times. 

d) Pothole on School Lane just below the property Holmesdale, on the hill down into Eryrys from Graianrhyd. 

e) Potholes and poor road surface from Hafod CH7 4DA along towards the Logcabin on Old School Lane, Eryrys. 

f) Repair work has not started yet at Ffordd Rhyd Y Ceirw. The ford crossing at the Flintshire end of this road was 

damaged during the flood.  

g) The Piggeries Road, Llanarmon has been reported many times and still in need of repair. 

h) Complaints received over using excessive lighting, in North Hills Farm; comments that it’s looking like Blackpool 

illuminations rather than being an area of ‘Dark Skies’. Clerk had been asked if ‘Code of Conduct’ was thought to 

becoming an issue, since this property is owned by a Community Councillor. Clerk will contact both DCC and North 

Hills Farm. 

 

16.  Meetings: All minutes are ‘draft’ until signed off by the Chair. Next Ordinary Meeting of the Council will be 

held at 7pm on Wednesday 3
rd

 January 2024 at Canolfan Dewi Sant.  

Meeting ended   8.10pm  

 

 

Signed………................................................ dated........................ 


