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Cyngor Cymuned  Llanarmon yn Iâl Community Council 

5
th

 April  2023 Canolfan Dewi Sant and via Zoom 6.30pm General Community Council Meeting 

1. Ymddiheuriadau /Present: Susan Jones (Chair), Darren Pollard (Vice), Michelle Woodburn, Kevin Ford, Mark 

Hughes, Anne Peters, A Mackridge, Simon Garrett, County Cllr Terry Mendies, Norma Wright (Clerk)  

Apologies Simon Kane (family matters), Richard Rogers (working). 

 

2. Meeting Open to the Public for 10 minutes:  

As a member of the public, Simon Garrett voiced complaints concerning Cllr Mendies conduct and attitude, especially 

in regards to his planning applications.  

 

6. Due to Darren Millar being late Cllr Mendies was moved up the agenda.   

Terry Mendies disputed the complaints, stating a recent complaint had in fact been dismissed by the Ombudsman. He 

reminded the council that there are too many properties within the community which are breaching planning laws, and 

he will be following up on all of them. 

He reported on the progress of the A525 road repairs; he had chased DCC Highways for a site meeting after Easter at 

Hen Ardd, Eryrys to discuss the parking situation; still reminding DCC to install more speed signs in Graianrhyd; had 

achieved disabled road parking signs, being erected in Llanarmon; he felt Burley Hill Quarry really just wanted to 

keep their license open; will support the Sun Inn in becoming a community pub, if he can be of help. Terry then left 

the meeting annoyed. 

 

Susan Jones, the Chair, reminded Councillors that they had signed up to the Code of Conduct and were expected to 

speak and behave in ways appropriate to The Code. This is a new council and the Chair warned there were processes 

in place for breaches. As Chair she had previously given an informal warning, to ensure Councillors are aware, and 

abide by best practise in the future. She stated that any further breaches would be dealt with formally, on an individual 

basis.  

Councillors agreed they wished to draw a line under the past behaviour of individuals, and move on to being a more 

positive Council.  

 

2a) Darren Millar MS Clwyd West- thanked the Clerk for keeping him updated on local issues; and wished her a 

happy retirement. He will be writing to DCC Highways to request a site meeting concerning the Hen Ardd additional 

parking issue; to aid progress. Darren supported the possibility of the Sun Inn becoming a community pub; stating The 

Community Facilities & Activities Programme, and the Transfer Funds Scheme, could be approached for help.  

Darren spoke on:-  

a. Welsh Government pressing ahead with plans for a Tourism Tax; he slammed the WAG for progressing plans for a 

visitor levy in Wales, a move he warned "will devastate the tourism industry in North Wales". 

b. Call for scrapped rural Denbighshire road projects to be put back on the agenda; Darren has appealed to the WAG 

to ensure that two much needed road improvement projects in rural Denbighshire go ahead. 

c. Call for investigation into significant decline in number of Veterans seeking support.  

d. First ever Kurdish New Year event hosted in the Senedd. 

e. Abergele to receive new banking hub thanks to his request. 

f. Welsh Government challenged over renewals process for blue badge scheme – unnecessarily complicated. 

g. Additional £300m for South Wales Metro is "a kick in the teeth for the people of North Wales". 

h. Darren has  launched a petition in a bid to safeguard NHS dental services in Ruthin.Following last week's 

announcement that Ruthin Dental Practice will cease providing NHS treatment to adult patients later this year. Darren 

has launched a petition calling on the Welsh Government and Betsi Cadwaladr University Health Board to ensure that 

affected patients continue to have access to NHS dental services. 

i. Welsh Government urged to improve stroke services in North Wales as the services are "deteriorating" which are 

worse than in any other part of the country. 

Chair thanked Darren for attending and as always his visit was a pleasure, appreciated and most informative. 

 

2b) Martyn Holland stated he was pleased that DCC had returned to finish the road resurfacing on the B5430.  

Hugo Watts was thanked for his hard work and advice with the recent Llanarmon yn Ial Field project.  

https://wales.us4.list-manage.com/track/click?u=97dd6cade8a3accc78da10b75&id=21fee9ad48&e=3e917ff490
https://wales.us4.list-manage.com/track/click?u=97dd6cade8a3accc78da10b75&id=6eac99d793&e=3e917ff490
https://wales.us4.list-manage.com/track/click?u=97dd6cade8a3accc78da10b75&id=99b303d04a&e=3e917ff490
https://wales.us4.list-manage.com/track/click?u=97dd6cade8a3accc78da10b75&id=08b3a62252&e=3e917ff490
https://wales.us4.list-manage.com/track/click?u=97dd6cade8a3accc78da10b75&id=bb886fed6c&e=3e917ff490
https://wales.us4.list-manage.com/track/click?u=97dd6cade8a3accc78da10b75&id=931df057dc&e=3e917ff490
https://wales.us4.list-manage.com/track/click?u=97dd6cade8a3accc78da10b75&id=f9901b7767&e=3e917ff490
https://wales.us4.list-manage.com/track/click?u=97dd6cade8a3accc78da10b75&id=d1851de299&e=3e917ff490
https://wales.us4.list-manage.com/track/click?u=97dd6cade8a3accc78da10b75&id=177665fb35&e=3e917ff490
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3. Declaration of Interest & Gifts:  A Peters stated that as a member of the public and not as a member of the Quarry 

Committee; her sister S Peters had attended the March meeting. D Pollard declared an interest, as the builder repairing 

the 15/2003/0081 Planning Application on the agenda. He took no part in the Council discussion and left the room. 

Sue Jones declared an interest in the potential community project, of the Sun Inn becoming a community pub. 

 

4. Read and Confirmation of Minutes:  

Minutes of the Extra Ordinary Meeting held 28
th
 March 2023 Resolve: Confirmed and accepted as a true and correct 

record by the Council. Prop: M Woodburn Sec: D Pollard 

 

5. Matters arising from those minutes:  

a. Eryrys & Graianrhyd library kiosks. Action: Bicycle Pump to be installed in Graianrhyd. S Jones reported 

the new shelf is progressing. Broken window will be replaced and a shelf will be fitted in Eryrys by K Ford 

then the small replacement small first aid kit can be attached. 

 

7. Vacancy for the position of Clerk & Responsible Financial Officer 

 The vacancy had received one enquiry. Applicants will be interviewed, by the HR Committee. S Jones, D Pollard, A 

Mackridge, A Peters, M Woodburn. Action: Vacancy advertised until 21
st
 April. Interviews 27

th
 April 7pm 

Canolfan Dewi Sant.   

 

8. Planning: 15/2023/0210 Y Gors, Mynydd Du, Mold. Alterations to the roof of the (fire damaged) barn to provide a 

greenhouse incidental to the use of the house. Supported. 

 

9.  Community Development Committee: The Committee met before this council meeting at 6pm; they will publish 

their minutes and updated Five Year Plan on the website and circulate to Councillors for consideration in time for the 

May AGM Council meeting. 

The committee are aware there are several grants now available that could be applied for and used towards Phase 2 of 

the Playing Field improvements. By gaining grants and using the earmarked reserves new play equipment could be 

installed; along with the progression of other projects. 

 

Projects listed for helpful information due to N Wright, as Clerk retiring and this being her last meeting. 

 

a) Llanarmon Playing Field:  

The field has made great progress due to the Green Community Grant. Shelter and field still has snagging issues to be 

attended to by councillors; including tree-guards to be installed, shelter plugs to be changed; fencing in dog area to be 

addressed.  Dog warning notices in Welsh and English will be priced and purchased. Sincere thanks to Michelle 

Woodburn for her hard work, and local volunteers.  

Clerk reported the claiming for payment of the grant was progressing.  

Gareth Bryan was thanked for his in-depth inspection reports and risk assessments; as they are required by the 

insurance company.  

DCC Youth Team will host an ‘Open Youth Activities Event’ in the Easter holiday, on 12th April 1pm -3pm. Resolve: 

Council voted in favour of granting permission for a ‘Community Celebration Event’ to be held on the field. When 

dates are known the insurance company will be informed. Prop: A Peters Sec: A Mackridge.    

b) Graianrhyd Community Field: 

Plans for installing a new shelter, a notice-board along with other items on Graianrhyd field will be included in the 

Five Year Plan. Aware the fence near the old school building is unstable and rotten. The publically raised funding are 

held separately in the accounts. Costings will be considered. 

c) Maes y Droell Graveyard:  

Councillor A Mackridge met with White Oak Services, for a quotation to consider partly removing the old rear wall to 

create a passage-way and installing a side pedestrian gate; for easier access to the Rear Meadow. The bench also 

requires some winter coating maintenance. These Costings will be considered. 

d)  St Garmon’s Graveyard: 

The Council had agreed for a surveyor to produce a report on the graveyard walls; still waiting for that report. This 

will then be used to gain quotes and grants for the expensive repairs/ maintenance costs that will be required.  
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The Church Wardens have requested two benches to be installed in St Garmon’s graveyard (they had written and 

offered to help with those Costings by fund raising). The Church wardens also felt the path warranted some repairs. 

Several costing options will be gained and considered by the council. 

e) Community Speed Watch:  

The volunteering supervisor is Ceris Jones with assistant Gill Hardy; will shortly be using the on-loan-speed-gun, in 

Graianrhyd. They will keep the council informed of their progress, as the Council may consider purchasing their own 

speed-gun if useful. More volunteers are always required, especially for Eryrys and Llanarmon roads. 

 

10. New Car parking spaces 

a) Maes Awelon Chapel Land, Llanarmon: The pros-and-cons of creating a new parking area will be considered by 

the committee and further discussed by the council. The total area of the site is 1/3 acre and not as previously reported 

as being much larger. Council aware that  due to St Garmon’s graveyard being full, Rhiw Chapel graveyard will be 

used. This will require parking for the community, and benefit visitors. DCC will be asked to contribute towards 

funding. 

b) Hen Ardd, Eryrys: This kerbside additional parking area is really needed in Eryrys, and would benefit both the 

Sun and the community hall. It is hoped that DCC will fund as much as possible of this project. LCC have been 

promised a supply of free stone from the local quarry, to help reduce costs. Plans and permission are urgently required 

from DCC.  

 

11.  Maintenance: Clerk gave K Ford 3 replacement windows for the Eryrys kiosk, along with a bird box for 

Canolfan Dewi Sant.  M Woodburn had been given 3 bird boxes for Llanarmon. A Peters was given the new bicycle 

pump to be installed in the Graianrhyd kiosk.    

White Oak Services were asked to mark-out Llanarmon field for the games of rounders and football. Councillors will 

search for the football goal nets. Council voted in agreement as part of improving the entrance to Llanarmon Playing 

field, that they will remove the front gates of the car park. Prop. A Mackridge Sec: A Peters.  

 

12. Finance: 

a. Finance Meeting will be arranged, on return of the Internal Audit; to form an action plan. 

b. Councillors who do not intend to take their allowances for 2023-24 had notified the Clerk in writing. 

c. External Audit:  WAG External Audit Office Wales had returned the ‘unqualified’ audited accounts for 2021-2022 

on 4
th
 April 2023, ( now on the Llanarmon.com webpage). There were NO issues reported by Deryk Evans; therefore 

no action plan is required. Clerk informed the Council that 2023-2024 External Audit of the accounts will be ‘an in-

depth’ 3 year rotation audit.  

d. Green Communities Project, informed the Clerk there were no outstanding queries at this time; Cadwyn Clwyd’s 

85.6% should amount to approximately £19,177 and be paid without delay. 

e. Clerk informed the Council that DCC had not sent an invoice for £3,950 +Vat for the supply and installation of the 

speed warning camera in Eryrys; which. LCC had ordered, signed and agreed the contract. 

 f. Reviewed S137 Expenditure. The limit was £8.82 per elector for 2022/2023, and £9.93 for 2023-2024 

Council agreed the Accounts & Bank Reconciliations, the Annual Accounting Return for year ending 1
st
 April 

2022 - 31
st
 March 2023 ending at 31

st
 March 2023 as presented by the Clerk. Council is confident balances of all 

reserves carried forward are in-line with their requirements for future capital projects and their ring-fenced reserves 

are appropriate. They are taken into consideration when setting the Precept; Published on website and notice boards.  

Resolve: Prop. A Mackridge Sec: A Peters. Approved and adopted as a true and correct record by the Council. There 

were no votes against or abstentions 

g. Reviewed the Annual Governance Statement; Council confirmed responsibility for ensuring there is a sound 

system of internal financial control. Confirmed the Financial Summary and Annual Governance Statement is properly 

prepared following the bank reconciliation and accounts being reviewed. All expenditure decisions are made within 

the existing powers and noted in the accounts ledger. Council has provided proper opportunity for the electors to view 

the accounts. The Statement of Variance: Resolve: Approved and adopted as a true and correct record by the 

Council. Prop D Pollard Sec: M Hughes. There were no votes against or abstentions.  
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h. Schedule of payments: All Councillors voted in favour of the motion to pay the following payments schedule; 

signed by D Pollard and bank statements. S Jones confirmed internet/ card payments and balances. There were no 

votes against or abstentions. BHIB Insurance £914.38 due May. 

£463.66  Clerk April 

£85.20  HMRC 

£34.50  Jones & Graham payroll  

£35.00  ICO Direct Debit 

£5.00  HSBC charges 

 

13. a) Dates of Meeting or Events: DCC Youth Team confirmed they are hosting the ‘Open Youth Activities Event’ 

in the Easter holiday, on 12
th
 April 1pm -3pm free of charge on Llanarmon Playing Field. 

 

b) Dates of Training: Reported seven councillors had now completed the online Planning Training Course. 

14. Annual Report:  The Annual Report is on the Website, hard copies will be available for the public AGM in May. 

15. Gohebiaethau / Correspondence: Councillors agreed appropriate correspondence had been previously 

circulated. Chair advised Councillors not to personally reply to correspondence regarding Council business; to direct 

people to attend the public section of Council Meetings. Advising locals to write to the Chair or Clerk, this enables the 

full Council to consider a reply and minute matters.  

1. Resident complained regarding the recent work on the Llanarmon Playing Field; - invited to attend a council 

meeting, or join the committee involved with the next phase of the development of the playing field.  

2. S Garret letter of complaint regarding Cllr Mendies.  

16. Reports form Representatives / Councillors:  

a. Quarry Liaison Committee: Signed and Agreed Minutes of March’s Quarry Liaison Meeting had been circulated 

to the full Council. Dates of future meetings will be published; with meetings being public and held in Dewi Sant.      

b. Defibrillators: Clerk reported she had checked that the Llanarmon defibrillator still contained pads; as it had 

recently been used on a local resident. S Hanahoe, A Peters, D Pollard all reported the defib’s had been checked and 

were all in working order. Action: K Ford will arrange a Defibrillator Training session Eryrys or Llanarmon 

Old School Room; or will conduct the training himself.          

 17. Unrhyw fater arall / other Matters Brought to Councillors Attention:        

a. The Sun Inn will hold a public meeting on Tuesday 18
th

 April at 7.30pm. This will be to discuss the possibility 

of it becoming a community pub, with help from the Plunkett Foundation. Vicky the current owner and land lady is set 

to retire and the pub could potentially close if a purchaser is not found. As it is the central hub of the village, it is felt 

to be an important facility and key feature of our community.     Questionnaires are being been send out.                      

b. Mrs Elaine Jones in Llanarmon had volunteered to paint and attend to the two planters at the bridge approaching the 

village and the one closest to the bus shelter. She was informed that both planters had very generously been filled by 

Mrs. Glenys Jones and her husband over the years with lots of bulb; which should not be removed. If a few additional 

plants are added the costs of purchasing them must be agreed by the Council in advance.                    

18.  Meetings: All minutes are ‘draft’ until signed off by the Chair.   

Held in Canolfan Dewi Sant: Wednesday 3
rd

 May AGM open to the public 6.30pm-7.30pm 

Wednesday 3
rd

 May General Council Meeting7.30pm  

Meeting ended 9.15pm  

 

Signed………................................................ dated........................ 


