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Cyngor Cymuned  Llanarmon yn Iâl Community Council 

1
st
 February  2023 Canolfan Dewi Sant and via Zoom 7pm General Ordinary Community Council Meeting 

As amened on 1
st
 March 2023 

1. Ymddiheuriadau /Present: Susan Jones (Chair), Darren Pollard (Vice), County Councillor Terry Mendies 

Michelle Woodburn, Adam Mackridge, Anne Peters, Kevin Ford, Richard Rogers. New Councillors Simon Kane, 

Simon Garrett. Norma Wright (Clerk) Apologies:  Mark Hughes (no apology received). 

 

2. Meeting Open to the Public for 10 minutes: Three members of the public attended. 

B Peters complained to Cllr T Mendies over his recent visit to property concerning a caravan planning issue. 

Hugo Watts updated the council on the grounds maintenance; he had removed the debris in Llanarmon, replanted the 

memorial trees in St Garmon’s, either side of the path near the school room. Dr Watts gave information on notice 

boards prices. Action: He will give a quote to the council for installing a water-butt in Canolfan Dewi Sant 

graveyard. 

Brian Jones complained about the poor condition of the repairs on the local roads. Again reported the Speed indicator 

sign in Eryrys wasn’t working. Action: This has been reported by the Clerk to DCC; it will be reported again to 

DCC Principal Engineer - Road Safety and Active Travel. 

 

3. Speaker Howard Sutcliffe: Clwydian Range and Dee Valley AONB Officer: Spoke about the formation of and 

Extensions of National Parks in North Wales. An area must possess nationally significant natural, cultural, or 

recreational resources; be a suitable and feasible addition to the system; and require direct NPS management instead of 

protection by some other governmental agency. Designated an Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty (AONB) in 1985 

and extended to include the Dee Valley in 2011, the area is protected for both its ecological and cultural values. He 

also spoke of the advantages of being part of ‘The Dark Skies Partnership’. In April last year, WAG announced its 

intention to turn the region into Wales’ fourth National Park.  Howard Sutcliffe stated it is largely a question of cash. 

AONBs are controlled by the local authority, which means the landscape must compete with other services, such as 

education and highways, for funding. He felt it shouldn’t be more difficult for planning which aided the community. 

Members of the Council and public argued that the presence of intensive agriculture could pose more of a conflict in 

the Clwydian Range than in Wales’ existing National Parks. Living and farming in an AONB is already restrictive. 

They have worries that a National Park would create an added layer of bureaucracy, making planning more difficult, 

for both farming and business ventures or requirements; while also ramping up demand for houses, driving up 

property prices in the process. They fear that the plans could change the character of the area for the worse. 

4. Declaration of Interest & Gifts:  None 

 

5. Read and Confirmation of Minutes: Minutes of the Ordinary Meeting held 4
th
 January 2023 

Resolve: Confirmed and accepted as a true and correct record by the Council. Prop: D Pollard   Sec: A Mackridge.   

 

6. Read and Confirmation of Minutes: Minutes of the Extra Ordinary Meeting held 18
th
 January 2023  

Resolve: Confirmed and accepted as a true and correct record by the Council. Prop: A Peters Sec: M Woodburn. 

Council voted in favour. 

 

7. Matters arising from those minutes ‘Actions’ to be taken, and by whom. 

a. Requested DCC attend to clearing the pull-in near Burley Hill Quarry, Eryrys turning; flooding had led to an 

incident with a rider and horse. D Pollard had taken photos of the pull-in; S Jones had forwarded them to DCC. 

1.2.23  K Ford offered to install shelving in the Eryrys kiosk; to keep books/CD’s dry and provide better 

storage. He will take a look at the light which is no longer working, before the next meeting.   

1.2.23  S Jones offered to install shelving in the Graianrhyd kiosk; to provide better storage.  

1.2.23  Maes y Droell graveyard Councillors a Mackridge, R Rogers, a Peters following a site meeting will 

review plans, for Springtime to gain local stone to create a path for easier access to the Rear Meadow. They 

will consider the possibility of completely or partly removing the old rear wall, and volunteered to use 

wheelbarrows, if necessary; taking the stones to be reused in the rear wall of Canolfan Dewi Sant graveyard. 
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8. Community Councillors Vacancies & New Committee’s Structure: Council welcomed the two newly co-opted 

councillors Simon Kane and Simon Garrett. They signed their Acceptance of Office and Declaration of Interest 

forms; both councillors declared they wanted to opt-out from receiving expenses (in writing as required) and had 

completed their Code of Conduct Training and New Councillor Induction Courses. 

  

Committees from 1st February 2023 

Finance Committee: S Jones (Chair), M Hughes, A Mackridge, S Kane 

To meet minimum of three times a year 

Sub Staffing Committee: S Jones (Chair), D Pollard 

To meet when required 

Community Development Committee including  Biodiversity Issues and Grant Applying Group: 

M Hughes (Chair), A Mackridge, M Woodburn, R Rodgers, S Garrett 

To meet regularly minimum of three times a year 

Quarry Liaison Committee: A Mackridge (Chair), A Peters, R Rogers, S Garrett 

To meet at least once in the summer and once in the winter months; then as required 

Bonfire Committee: A Mackridge (Chair), K Ford , R Rodgers 

To meet at least twice a year 

Social Media / Website Rep: S Jones, S Kane, and Kevin Patterson Community Rep 

One Voice Wales Reps: A Peters, R Rogers 

Clwydian Range & Dee Valley  AONB Rep: S Kane 

CCTV Rep: M Woodburn, R Rogers 

Risk Assessment: Eryrys D Pollard: Llanarmon M Woodburn: Graianrhyd A Peters 

To continually check their village and take a minimum annual inspection. 

Defibrillators: Eryrys D Pollard: Graianrhyd A Peters: Llanarmon Shop Staff M Martindale: Old School Room 

(portable machine) S Hanahoe Church Warden. 

To check machines monthly. 

     9. Vacancy for the position of Clerk & Responsible Financial Officer – date for interviews 

Councillors on 1
st
 March Meeting required Item 9 to read as follows–  

Item 9 Vacancy. Norma Wright who has served this Community since 2007, has resigned her position as Clerk, 

having agreed to stay to train the New Clerk if required, and finalise the Annual Financial Report until the end of this 

financial year. The post has been advertised and interviews will be held. Action: Clerk will request an HR Officer 

from DCC to sit on interview board as the Independent Advisor. 

Item 19 AOB Susan Jones, the Chair, reminded Councillors that they had signed up to the Code of Conduct and were 

expected to speak and behave in ways appropriate to The Code. It had been brought to attention that words that had 

been seen as offensive and detrimental towards a fellow officer of the council had been used.  

This is a new council and The Chair warned there were processes in place for breaches and this was an informal 

warning to ensure Councillors are aware, and abide by best practise in the future. Any further breaches would be 

dealt with formally. Resolve: Confirmed and accepted as a true and correct record by the Council; All sections of the 

minutes including Item 9 plus a new section in item 19 AOB when recorded as above. Prop: A Peters   Sec: K Ford. 

1
ST

 March Meeting 2023 

10. CCTV LLANARMON ANPR: Following a discussion it was agreed that the passwords were to be issued only to 

M Woodburn, and R Rogers as the nominated councillors for Llanarmon-Yn-Ial Community Council. They will aid 

the Clerk and Chair with access to the CCTV, when information is requested by the Police. Recorded images are 

restricted to the Clerk and nominated members only; not shop staff. Residents should report a crime, and gain an 

incident number. When requested recorded information will be given to the Police. Clerk to the Council, should be 

contacted in the first instance; if Clerk is unavailable contact the Council Chair. Council will regularly liaise and work 

closely with the local PCSO. The Surveillance Camera Code of Practice, Guide for Councillors had been emailed to 
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councillors for reading. Resolve: The Llanarmon Automated Number Plate Recognition Camera Code of Conduct 

and Protocol was adopted. Prop. S Jones Sec D Pollard. Council voted in favour. Action: M Woodburn, and R 

Rogers the nominated councillors, will inform D King in the community shop. The Clerk will publish for 

members of the Community to reference in the event of a crime the "Access to Information" process. 

 

11.  Cllr Terry Mendies Report: 

Roadworks: The road from the shop will not be totally closed for the six days. There will be access for residents and 

emergency services during preparation works, it is only on the final day when resurfacing is being carried out that the 

road will be fully closed. The resurfacing works to be carried out from Llanarmon past Graig Quarry to the Rose and 

Crown scheduled for the 23
rd

 February will also include the Culverts to be cleared. On a recent visit to the Quarry, I 

witnessed that the wheel wash was being used. 

Rates Increase:  The DCC budget has been passed, as from April the increase will be set at 3.8%. Given that this is 

less than half than the current rate of inflation, and further, this is probably the lowest increase in Wales.  

By comparison, the rates increase in Conwy is set to be 10.1%. 

Snow Ploughs and Gritting: What snow ploughs you may ask? The recent cold weather saw Llandegla stranded 

because of lack of gritting. After several meetings with senior members of DCC, I am confident that our rural 

Villages will not be stranded again. There is another cold snap forecast for February so if there are any issues you 

have, please call me on 07795 659 777. There is also an emergency number if a road is blocked, for whatever reason, 

which is; 0300 123 068 

Action: Could County Councillor T Mendies please make enquires; ‘Does the DCC departments inspect  

standards of work,  or require a guarantee of work carried that is carried out by their teams  or contractors 

such as road repairs, tree work, drainage work? What are the consequences if standards are not being met? 

 

12.  Planning: Members should view the applications prior to the meeting on Denbighshire  County Council’s 

website: https://www.denbighshire.gov.uk/en/resident/planning-and-building-regulations/search-and-comment-on-

applications.aspx  

Cllr T Mendies reported there are two properties issued with enforcement notices which are ongoing. 

There are three properties which are breaching planning laws, which he will follow up on. Following complaints that 

the field opposite the Llanarmon school was being filled with unsightly “refuse”. Having viewed the site and spoken 

to the neighbours, the pallets have been formed into a play area, owners are not living on site; to be monitored. 

Action: Could County Councillor T Mendies please ensure that DCC do not publish the names and addresses 

of locals who send observations concerning planning when clearly requested to stay anominous.    

 

15/2022/0948 land formerly part of Tyddyn Isa, Llanarmon - erection of an agricultural building for lambing 

and storage of fodder and equipment. 

The location of the building seems odd, given there is already an entrance from the main road, so siting the shed on a 

green field site where it would need to be accessed off the Bryn Haidd Road is counterintuitive, since it will increase 

traffic on the smaller road. The size of the building seems large for a single field. 

The applicant must, put more consideration into the impact of the caravan and how any waste would be dealt with.  

Concerns about the hard standing for a caravan, will a separate application be required for the caravan? There is the 

question of whether the caravan will be a permanent fixture or if it is intended to be removed outside the lambing 

season? A smaller caravan would therefore, be easier to transport along the lane as transporting an 8 birth caravan 

would be a significant hindrance to others using the lane and ‘an eyesore’. The applicant needs to demonstrate that 8 

people would be required permanently on site for the three weeks of lambing. Not Supported at this stage, further 

information required. 

15/2022/1010 land at Rhydtalog, Graianrhyd. Development of 0.28 land to erect 4 dwellings outline application.  
This development is well outside the village boundary and in open countryside being some distance from the edge of 

the village and is therefore not a natural extension to the village as claimed.  

This land is not within the current LDP and therefore should not be considered. The development would be visible 

from a number of locations within the AONB and would impact on the visual amenity from within the AONB. The 

density of development is not in-keeping with the location and would impact on the character of the surrounding area.  

The road is currently very narrow with a blind bend at the location of the development. The development may further 

add to the risks at this location. Any development should include widening of the road. 

There is no safe pedestrian route in to the village from the site, meaning that school children and others would not 

easily be able to access the bus stop. This makes it incompatible with affordable housing of ‘Four detached houses 

with garages’? Not Supported. 

 

https://www.denbighshire.gov.uk/en/resident/planning-and-building-regulations/search-and-comment-on-applications.aspx
https://www.denbighshire.gov.uk/en/resident/planning-and-building-regulations/search-and-comment-on-applications.aspx
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15/2023/0029 Burley Hill Garage, Eryrys change of use of land for the parking of 3 coaches on existing  

tarmacked area. Council thought the garage had always been used for vehicles and commercial vehicles use; didn’t 

really feel it was a change of use. Although, we do not have details of the neighbours current objections.  

No Objection.  

 

13. Projects Updates 

Five Year Plan: 

a.The Community Development Committee: M Woodburn successfully completed the Green Community Grant 

Application; which has now been sent off. This could provide the start of the much needed refurbishment for the 

Llanarmon Playing Field. Council will also try for Graianrhyd Community Field.  

Action: Agenda March. The committee will meet at 6pm on Wednesday 1
st
 March at Canolfan Dew Sant. The 

Councillors will invite Richard Jones to join the committee as a member of the community. 

 

b.St Garmon’s Wall vs. three sycamore trees: Clerk was aware that at a previous Community Council Meeting they 

had agreed, to remove the trees; Clerk advised planning permission was required. Several Councillors had volunteered 

to help the company with both cutting down the trees and transporting the wood away; at a very reasonable charge.  

On applying for planning permission to remove the three trees from St Garmon’s graveyard, in order to repair/replace 

the wall; DCC contacted Chris Evans Conservation Project Officer, Michelle Brown DCC Tree Preservation Officer. 

Steve Cutmore who the Community Council had used before, S Jones (Chair) and Clerk all met on site to discuss the 

situation. DCC Tree Preservation Officer stated she would not approve planning permission being granted, at this 

stage, as the trees were healthy and had many more years of life. They advised that a Chartered Structural Engineer’s 

report was carried out; clearly stating there was no other alternative, but to remove the trees. Action: Clerk will 

contact a Chartered Structural Engineer to carry out the required structural survey on the walls. 

 

c. St Garmon’s Graveyard Memorial Garden: Council will consider the creation of a small memorial garden; there 

are a few donated trees which can be planted. Action: Members of the Development Committee will arrange to 

meet on site. 

 

d. Hen Ardd car parking spaces: Action: Clerk will contact Tim Towers of DCC Highways, Natural Resources 

Wales and Darren Millar to assist with creating a small car-parking area at Hen Ardd, Eryrys.  

 

14. Maintenance  

a. Councillors’ Risk Assessments: 2022-23 Assets Risk Assessment; The Responsible Councillors inspected the 

assets and returned their files. Many thanks to Mr Gareth Bryan for his thorough weekly Risk Assessment reports, on 

Llanarmon Playing Field – they are a great help to this council.  Action: Agenda March Council to compile a list of 

routine maintenance work that needs doing. 

 

15. Finance: 

a. Bank Accounts. Third quarter review of accounts.  

Main Account    £30.286.55 

Fireworks Account  £1858.96 

Project Account    

Graianrhyd Community Field £2150.00 

Llanarmon Playing Field £2048.74 

Defibrillator Account  £4312.64 

b. The updated Assets Register was approved, to include the CCTV, Queens Jubilees’ Plaques and new bin in 

Graianrhyd. Chair signed. 

c. All Councillors had now notified the Clerk concerning their expenses allowances claims for 2022-23.  

Action: Clerk will send details to payroll. 

 

d. Schedule of payments: Council voted to authorise the following payments schedule; signed by D Pollard and bank 

statements. S Jones confirmed internet/ card payments and balances. 

£6.20  HSBC bank charges 8680 
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£1593.38 White Oak Services 

£ 229.29 White Oak Services 

£94.95  Clerk phone, travel, expenses 

£66.60  HMRC tax Feb 

£447.60  Clerk Feb 

£76.77  Bigblu internet (Clerk will look into changing to EE) 

£35.00   One Voice Wales D Pollard Course 

£327.68  Clerk office 

£35.00  One Voice Wales Chair 

£9.52  Home Bargains first aid kit, dog bags 

£6.85  Recorded post to Police 

£26.85  Cartridge Save 

£5.00  Home Bargains cycle pump  

 

e.Website Rep: Council felt that the community would benefit from a professional  input on the Llanarmon.com web 

page. They agreed to have a paid community representative to carry out this work. Prop K Ford Sec A Mackridge 

Action:  Councillors will contact local ICT Company at Yewbarrow for Costings. 

 

f. Community Speed Watch: Clerk had posted the completed Police declaration forms. Action: Clerk is waiting for 

Officer John Morris to set a date to enable training to take place for volunteers to use the speed cameras.  

 

g. Defibrillators: D Pollard, S Hanahoe, A Peters had sent their monthly check for the defibrillators.  

Action: Clerk will arrange a Defibrillator Training Course in Llanarmon Old School Room. 

 

h. Eryrys & Graianrhyd library kiosks: Clerk has purchase replacement cycle-pump, dog bags and small first aid 

kit, for Eryrys. Action:  Councillors requested to remove the old wet books, and appeal to locals for any new 

unwanted books/ CD’s as the kiosks are very well used if  the items are kept  in good repair 

 

16.  Dates of Meetings and Events (future or attended) 

a) Darren Millar attending meeting 5
th

 April 6.30pm 

b) A Peters attend One Voice Wales meeting 24
th
 January; Speaker was John Morris from North Wales Police on 

Speedwatch Scheme. 

c) Training: Councillors requested to complete their own training assessment, which has been emailed to them; these 

now forms part of the audit. 

Councillors need to complete the Planning Training Course that this council has already paid £150 for. It would be 

very difficult to justify the costs of any future planning training if this course was not used - only two councillors have 

completed the training, which is audited by WAG.  Action: Councillors to complete Planning Training Course, 

and return their own assessment record to the Clerk. 

 

17. Gohebiaethau / Correspondence: Councillors agreed appropriate correspondence had been previously 

forwarded by the Clerk during the course of the month. 

a. The Liverpool John Lennon Airport (LJLA) Airspace Change Proposal (ACP) which started in February 2018. 

Findings were submitted to the Civil Aviation Authority (CAA) in November 2020. Review of the work previously 

undertaken to check it is still appropriate, a National Airspace Change Master plan has been developed by the 

Airspace Change Organisation Group (ACOG) and neighbouring airspace change sponsors ACP’s have now matured. 

b. Ash dieback related tree works begin at Loggerheads County Park  a highly destructive disease of trees  is 

spreading throughout North Wales and Denbighshire. Unfortunately, many of these trees, at Loggerheads, have been 

struck by the fungus. For further information about ash dieback please visit DCC’s website on the following link: 

https://www.denbighshire.gov.uk/en/environmental-health/trees-hedges-and-grass/ash-dieback/ash-dieback.aspx  

18. Reports from Representatives / Councillors                                                                                                          

Bonfire Committee: Posters to be displayed and requests put on the website asking for more volunteers.           

Quarry Liaison Committee: Council pleased that the quarry had cutback the hedges along the A5104 so the wagons 

https://www.denbighshire.gov.uk/en/environmental-health/trees-hedges-and-grass/ash-dieback/ash-dieback.aspx
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could move closer to the kerbs; however, this now caused many big lumps of kerb-mud on the roads: Informed a new 

wheel wash was installed: Wagons travelling along the narrow Rhydtalog Road and causing near accidents, especially 

on the tight bends: There have been a number of complaints recently concerning unsheeted wagons, with a significant 

amount of stone spilled over the road outside the quarry. T Mendies had visited the quarry and will attend the next site 

meeting Action: A Mackridge (Chair) will organise a committee site meeting at the Quarry with the Graig 

Manager N Hughes, in February. 

19. Unrhyw fater arall / other Matters Brought to Councillors Attention: 

a. To speed up the process Councillors are not waiting for the monthly meeting; they are quickly reporting road 

conditions directly to DCC customer services on-line; then bringing the DCC system number to council. 

b. During the recent panto performance parking was a serious problem in Eryrys. 

c. Light pollution reported from houses in Graianrhyd. Action: A Mackridge will speak to locals in Graianrhyd 

concerning Dark Skies. 

d. Fisheries on local Moors reported aggressive owner locking barriers, threatening and abusive to walkers. Action: A 

Mackridge will report. 

e. DCC has the wrong name in Eryrys this has been reported previously, but no action taken. Old School Lane but 

should be School Lane as there already is an Old School Lane in the village. Action: Clerk will report. 

f. Request by Llanarmon residents for a salt/grit bin by the Llanarmon Bridge. Action: Clerk will report. 

g. Reports of local residents walking Mill Lane from end of bungalows towards Maes Llan; at around 6am and 

between 3pm-4pm making no attempts to pick up dog faeces; Requested dog warden intervention. Action: Clerk will 

report. 

 

20.  Meetings: All minutes are ‘draft’ until signed off by the Chair.   

Next Ordinary Council Meeting will be held in Canolfan Dewi Sant at 7pm on Wednesday 1
st
 March 2023.          

 

Meeting ended 10.15pm 

Signed………................................................ dated........................ 

 

PART 2 

Councillors had a discussion concerning a sensitive commercial business. 


